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the human race fit for more difficult enterprises and more
extended conquests, was John Amos Comenius. But
his name is generally connected with that of a distinguished
forerunner whose speculations had a large effect in stimu-
lating his own, and who, if he confined his actual reforms
to a narrower sphere, showed that he had to some degree
realised the possibility of the improvement which his suc-
cessor was to carry out Wolfgang Ratke, sometimes called
Ratichius, according as we follow the high or low German
form of his name, was born at Wilster, in Holstein, in 157 r.
His early studies were devoted to Hebrew, Arabic, and
mathematics, and in the course of these he developed a
new method of teaching which he offered to the German
Diet at Frankfort, May 7, 1612, as a scheme fraught with
momentous consequences to the improvement of the
human race. A year later he had an opportunity given
him of trying his system in the capital of the principality
of Anhalt-Kothen, but his life, like that of most educa-
tional reformers, was full of failure and disappointment
His be^t chance of useful employment lay with Oxenstiern,
Chancelkw: of Sweden, one of the most enlightened men
of his age, who spared fio effort to increase that little
wisdom with which he knew human affairs to be usually
conducted. Oxenstiern asked for an interview, but
Ratich sent him a quarto instead. When he had mastered
it he found that the author had displayed admirably the
faults of existing schools, but had not prepared any suffi-
cient remedy for their improvement Ratich died in
1635, at the age of 64.

His reforms when examined do not amount to much
more than a better method of teaching languages. The
pupil is first to learn his mother tongue. This is a
great step in advance. German occupied the first three
classes in the school at Kothen, In the fourth class the